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Introduced by the Council President at the request of the Jacksonville Housing Authority and amended by the Rules Committee:
ORDINANCE 2016-731-E
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 51A.103 (APPOINTMENT, QUALIFICATIONS, AND TENURE OF COMMISSIONERS; HIRING OF EMPLOYEES), CHAPTER 51A (JACKSONVILLE HOUSING AUTHORITY), ORDINANCE CODE, TO CONFORM THE SELECTION OF THE JACKSONVILLE HOUSING AUTHORITY CHAIRMAN WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 421.05, FLORIDA STATUTES; AMENDING SECTION 51A.106 (POWERS OF AUTHORITY), CHAPTER 51A (JACKSONVILLE HOUSING AUTHORITY), ORDINANCE CODE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the Jacksonville Housing Authority (the “Authority”) is an independent agency of the consolidated City of Jacksonville and is governed by Chapter 51A, Ordinance Code; and  
WHEREAS, Section 421.05, Florida Statutes, which governs Florida housing authorities, provides that after the initial selection of the chairman by the Mayor, the housing authority shall select its chairman annually from among its commissioners; and

WHEREAS, Section 51A.103(b), Ordinance Code, provides that the Mayor shall select the Authority’s chairman each year, and such provision is in conflict with Section 421.05, Florida Statutes; and
WHEREAS, the Authority at its regular meeting on October 17, 2016 recommended that Section 51A.103(b), Ordinance Code, be amended to conform with the requirements of Section 421.05, Florida Statutes, as set forth in Jacksonville Housing Authority Resolution 2016-JHA-38, a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit 1; now therefore


BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1.

Amending Section 51A.103 (Appointment, qualifications, and tenure of commissioners; hiring of employees), Chapter 51A (Jacksonville Housing Authority), Ordinance Code.  Section 51A.103 (Appointment, qualifications, and tenure of commissioners; hiring of employees), Ordinance Code, is hereby amended to read as follows:

CHAPTER. 51A Jacksonville Housing Authority
* * *


Sec. 51A.103. - Appointment, qualifications, and tenure of commissioners; hiring of employees.

* * *

(b) The powers of the Authority shall be vested in the commissioners thereof in office from time to time. A majority of the commissioners shall constitute a quorum of the Authority for the purpose of conducting its business and exercising its powers and for all other purposes. Action may be taken by the Authority upon a vote of a majority of the commissioners present, unless in any case the bylaws of the Authority require a larger number. The Mayor shall designate which of the commissioners appointed shall be the first chairman, who shall serve for a period of one year and thereafter the Mayor shall appoint Authority shall select from among its commissioners a chairman each year to serve on an annual basis or, in the event a vacancy occurs in the office of chairman, to fill such vacancy for the remainder of the unexpired term. The Authority shall select from among its commissioners a vice-chairman; and it may employ a secretary, who shall be the executive director, technical experts, and such other officers, agents, and employees, permanent and temporary, as it may require and shall determine their qualifications, duties, and compensation. For such legal services as it may require, the Authority shall call upon the General Counsel of the City of Jacksonville. The Authority may delegate to one or more of its agents or employees such powers or duties as it may deem proper. 
Section 2.   Amending Section 51A.106 (Powers of Authority), Chapter 51A (Jacksonville Housing Authority), Ordinance Code.  Section 51A.106 (Powers of Authority), Ordinance Code, is hereby amended to read as follows:

CHAPTER. 51A Jacksonville Housing Authority

* * *

Sec. 51A.106. – Power of Authority.

The Authority shall constitute a public body corporate and politic, exercising the public and essential governmental functions set forth in this chapter and F.S. ch. 421 and all the powers of a housing authority set forth in F.S. § 421.08, as may be further amended, and having all the powers necessary or convenient to and effectuate the purpose and provisions of this carry out chapter and F.S. ch. 421, including, but not limited to, the following powers in addition to others herein granted: 

* * *

(i)
To exercise any other powers granted to a housing authority pursuant to F.S. ch. 421, as may be further amended.
Section 3.  Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature. 
Form Approved:

___/s/ Lawsikia J. Hodges__________
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:  Lawsikia J. Hodges
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